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Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Costa Rica-United States Treaty
for the Return of Stolen, Embezzled,
or Appropriated Vehicles and
Aircraft With Documentation

September 5, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Treaty Between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and
the Government of the Republic of Costa
Rica for the Return of Stolen, Embezzled,
or Appropriated Vehicles and Aircraft, with
Annexes and a related exchange of notes,
signed at San Jose on July 2, 1999. I transmit
also, for the information of the Senate, the
report of the Department of State with re-
spect to the Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of stolen vehi-
cle treaties being negotiated by the United
States in order to eliminate the difficulties
faced by owners of vehicles that have been
stolen and transported across international
borders. Like several in this series, this Trea-
ty also covers aircraft. When it enters into
force, this Treaty will be an effective tool to
facilitate the return of U.S. vehicles and air-
craft that have been stolen, embezzled, or
appropriated and taken to Costa Rica.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaty,
with Annexes and a related exchange of
notes, and give its advice and consent to rati-
fication.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 5, 2000.

Remarks to the United Nations
Millennium Summit in New York
City

September 6, 2000

Madam President, Mr. Secretary-General,
my fellow leaders, let me begin by saying it
is a great honor to have this unprecedented
gathering of world leaders in the United
States.

2007

We come together not just at a remarkable
moment on the calendar but at the dawn of
a new era in human affairs, when
globalization and the revolution in informa-
tion technology have brought us closer
together than ever before. To an extent un-
imaginable just a few years ago, we reach
across geographical and cultural divides. We
know what is going on in each other’s coun-
tries. We share experiences, triumphs, trage-
dies, aspirations.

Our growing interdependence includes
the opportunity to explore and reap the ben-
efits of the far frontiers of science and the
increasingly interconnected economy. And as
the Secretary-General just reminded us, it
also includes shared responsibilities to free
humanity from poverty, disease, environ-
mental destruction, and war. That responsi-
bility, in turn, requires us to make sure the
United Nations is up for the job.

Fifty-five years ago the U.N. was formed
to save succeeding generations from the
scourge of war. Today there are more people
in this room with the power to achieve that
goal than have ever been gathered in one
place. We find today fewer wars between na-
tions, but more wars within them. Such inter-
nal conflicts, often driven by ethnic and reli-
gious differences, took 5 million lives in the
last decade, most of them completely inno-
cent victims.

These conflicts present us with a stark
challenge: Are they part of the scourge the
U.N. was established to prevent? If so, we
must respect sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity but still find a way to protect people
as well as borders.

The last century taught us that there are
times when the international community
must take a side, not merely stand between
the sides or on the sidelines. We faced such
a test and met it when Mr. Milosevic tried
to close the last century with a final chapter
of ethnic cleansing and slaughter. We have
faced such a test for 10 years in Iraq, where
the U.N. has approved a fair blueprint spell-
ing out what must be done. It is consistent
with our resolutions and our values, and it
must be enforced.

We face another test today in Burma,
where a brave and popular leader, Aung San
Suu Kyi, once again has been confined, with



